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All you need to know

Never get caught out again. This book enables you
to have every English fact at your fingertips

A GUIDE TO ENGLISH
LANGUAGE USAGE: FOR
NON-MNATIVE SPEAKERS
{Lavengro Books) Peter Harvey
ISBM: 978-84-612-2183-7

This book 15 all about what hap-
pens when advanced leamer’s
dictionary meets encyelopedia of
linguistics and culture! Conse-
quently the content is wide-rang-
ng. It covers 1ssues of phonetics,
such as accents and diacritics; it
locks at problematic vocabulary
points like imply/infer and blink
versus wink, and at varous
aspects of the Botish way of life
such as ericket and the Conserva-
tive party. Running to a hefty 400
pages, it's hardly a title to carry
around in vour pocket; it’s prob-
ably more of a bedside read, a
tome to stand next to that similar-
sized dictionary most people
seem to have nowadavs. And
although the subtitle may unwit-
tngly deter many, this guide 1s
certainly a more than handy ref-
erence tool for all mveolved m
Imparting linguistic and culfural
kmowledge on a regular basis.

In the author’s alphabetically
arranged detailed content one can
only admire the spirit of Dr John-
son (father of the original diction-
ary); Harvey clearly wishes to
mnelude the lot, and abbreviations/
acronyms alone must have taken
a weekend to put together. Ready
for a few of those to fest youw
ECHR? HTML? GWOT? Easy
stuff, especially if you have this
guide in front of you of course. I
always felt, thoungh, that FAOQ
stood for snmaﬂ;l.il&g other than
the stated Food Agriculiural

Orgamisation. Moving onto other
matters, the differences between
word ending in —able and —ible
do not get qust a brief mention;
also provided for these are pro-
munciation help, exceptions, and
the commeonest examples of both.
Harvey's predilection for lists is
evident thronghout: amphibians
and reptiles, amimal neises, mod-
em and old English, herbs and
spices, modal aumilliary verbs.
One not to miss 1s that on pages
311/312 of the comect preposi-
ticn, beth with adjectives and
preceding nouns.

This guide is especially useful
for settling arguments or bets
over such matters as the comect

of the main strengths of this book,
1t certaimly provides some helpful
explanations, and not without
confroversy, [ felt. I've been
explaining for years, and to all
who would listen, that the word
posh comes from the joumney to
India via port out, starboard
home . Simply “popular belief”, at
least according to the guide.
When it comes to grammatical
feanures there 15 no stopping the
author. If anyone else could
devote nine pages to an eniry on
modal auxilliary verbs then I'd
like to buy them a drnk. Other
noteworthy features that will
have readers comung back for
more include the list, ves, another
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spelling of Gandhi, or should that
be Ghandi? (The former is the
correct one ) Other matters 1t will
no doubt setile concermn the differ-
ences between ltems like ghost,
phantom, spirit and spook, and
between hure, rent and let, and
idioms and metaphors. In other
words 1t will help out when deal-
ing with potentially awkwards
classroom  customers, or those
keen to Tv out a new feacher.
Other uses for such material
might be in exams for leamers at
a high level. What about this one:
explain the differences between
the words inner, interior and
internal. Try that one vourself or
mavhe on unsuspecting classes or
colleagnes in the staffroom.
Althongh etymology 1s not one

long cne, of differences between
British and American English,
the explanations of nsults, many
of which almost made ths
reviewer blush, and help with
verbs that take infimitives and/or
gerunds. One  final question:
what's the difference between a
tilde and a swung dash? Answers
to the address below. First prize
could well be a reply contaiming a
combination of the following
words: well & done. What are
you waiting for?

Wayne Trotmean is busy
compiling extremely tricky
gquestions for all his writing
classes at the Institute of
Technology, Izmir, Turkey.
waynetrotman @ gmail.com.
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